Preface to the Third Edition
Conceived and largely written in the 1930s, the original edition of The Growth of American Thought assumed that ideas could best be understood in terms of their social context and social utility. Because it also assumed that the life of the mind depends in large measure on the existence and activity of the agencies of culture, it emphasized the role of the church, government, and business, the development of schools, publishing, and libraries, the impact of wars and economic crises. I was well aware that another approach was possible and desirable: one that systematically analyzed ideas in terms of their philosophical foundations, internal structure, and interrelationships. In The Growth and in other writings I tried my hand at this approach and urged others, with better training, to probe deeply and systematically into what I called "the interior of ideas/' I thought at the time, and still think, that a combination of these two main approaches is highly desirable.
Since the appearance of the second edition of The Growth of American Thought in 1951, some scholars have carried the functional approach much further than I did. This has been particularly true of intellectual historians who have been sensitive to the role of American ideas and values in the contest with totalitarianism. But the main emphasis in scholarship has been on the systematic inner analysis of ideas. The only general synthesis that has been largely governed by this approach is Stow Persons' American Minds (1958). But a long list of essays and monographs, cited in the new bibliographical note of the present edition, has greatly enriched the literature of American intellectual history through the internal analysis approach. The reaction against the study of movements of thought in social context and in terms of social use's reflects dissatisfaction with the assumption that the instrumentality of ideas is a valid and useful key to understanding them. The reaction also reflects the vogue of the consensus interpretation of American historical
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